PYTHAGOEAS
 2976
 PYXIE
 
"Another such victory and I shall he ruined."
As an ally of the Sicilian Greeks at war
against Carthage he was defeated, in 275.
He returned to Greece, and again attempted
the conquest of the Macedonians and the
subjugation of the Peloponnesians. In a
campaign against the latter he was killed.
PYTHAGORAS, pith ag'o ras, (ahout
584-510 B. c.), a Greek philosopher and
mathematician, of whose life little is known.
It is thought that he was born at Samos, that
he traveled extensively and studied in many
lands. About 530 b. c. he settled in the
Greek city of Crotona, in lower Italy, and
there founded among the aristocracy a
brotherhood which became famous. The
Pythagoreans believed in the transmigration
of the soul and taught self-restraint, tem-
perance, obedience and simplicity. They did
much for the study of mathematics.
It is quite certain that Pythagoras discov-
ered the proof of the proposition that the
square on the hypotenuse of a right triangle
is equal to the sum of the squares on the
other two sides. This is known as the 47th
problem in Euclid, or the Pythagorean
theorem. The Pythagoreans were looked
upon with suspicion, and hi a popular up-
rising many of them were killed. There is
reason for believing that Pythagoras had
withdrawn to Metapontum and escaped the
fate of his friends,
PYTHAGOREAN THEOREM, a famous
proposition enunciated by Euclid, forming
the forty-seventh theorem in the first; book
of his Elements, It proves that the square
on the hypotenuse of any right-angled tri-
angle is equal to the sum of the squares on
the other two sides.
PYTHIAN GAMES, pith'ian, one of the
four great national festivals of the Greeks,
instituted in honor of Apollo and celebrated
at Delphi. Until about 586 b. c. they were
uiider the management of the priests of
Delphi and took place every ninth year;
afterwards they were conducted by the
AmpMetyons and "were celebrated every
fourth year. Prizes were given for flute
playing, for athletic sports and for horse
and chariot racing. Eventually, contests in
tragedy, painting, sculpture and other in-
tellectual and artistic accomplishments were
added. At first, prizes of silver or gold were
 awarded, but later the laurel wreath and palm
branch were substituted. These games con-
tinued to be celebrated until the end of the
fourth century of our era.
PYTHIAS.   See damon and pythias.
PYTHIAS, knights of. See knights
op pythias.
PYTHON, pi'tlion, an enormous snake, one
of the most powerful creatures of the tropical
forests of Asia, Africa and Australia. The
reptile often weighs many hundred pounds
and measures about thirty feet in length.
It is possessed of terrific strength, and though
it has no poison fangs it is feared by even
tigers and buffalo, which it has been known
to overcome by squeezing. It lives in trees,
usually near streams, and seizes the small
animals it feeds on when they come to drink,
Animals as large as sheep it swallows whole,
first crushing the bones and mangling the
body into a sausage-shaped mass. The fe-
male lays about a hundred eggs, coils herself
over them and there remains, without food,
until they are hatched—a period of about
two months. Some of the pythons are beau-
tifully-colored. On the western coast of
Africa they are venerated by certain tribes
and are cared for in temples.
PYTHON, in Greek legend, a huge ser-
pent born of the slime and slough which re-
mained on the earth after the great deluge
which destroyed all mankind except Deuca-
lion and Pyrrha. He lived in a cave on
Mount Parnassus, and preyed upon domestic
animals and even human creatures. Finally
Apollo killed him with his golden darts.
The famous statue of the Apollo Belvedere
represents Apollo just after he has slain
the python. This myth is doubtless a mere
personification of natural phenomena. The
python represented the stagnant pools and
marshes which breed malaria, and Apollo
represented the sun which dries up such pes-
tilence-breeding spots.
PYXIE, FLOWERING MOSS, or PINE-
BARREN BEAUTY, a small evergreen trail-
ing plant, common in New Jersey and North
Carolina. It is one of the most beautiful
of the early spring plants. Its slender stems,
which extend over the ground in all direc-
tions, bear small evergreen leaves, which are,
however, almost hidden by the fiowers. The
buds are pink; the open flowers, waxy white

